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venomous fellow," he once said of the old grumbler;
"he does nothing but make objections. Once
under way, however, he bites harder than any
of them!" The third of the generals, Langeron,
finally, was as true to himself at this crisis as
Sacken or Yorck. He was still possessed of the
idea that he himself was the best judge of what
risks should be run; and without sufficient cause
left the fine position assigned to him near Seichau,
was driven from a second position near Henners-
dorf, and would have been utterly lost but for the
vigilance of headquarters which, seeing his plight,
sent a detachment to engage the enemy in his
rear. Gneisenau reproached him afterwards in
very plain language, accusing him of clumsiness
and indecision.

Battles in which artillery plays a great part
are apt to be much more deadly in their results;
all the same there is something peculiarly horrible
in an encounter like this on the Katzbach which
was fought in great part with swords, bayonets,
and the butt ends of muskets, and with the precipi-
tous banks and rushing waters to complete the
deadly work. Gneisenau wrote a few days later:

It was exactly like a battle of antiquity. To-
wards the end of the day there was a time when the
firing ceased entirely until more cannon could be
dragged up over the drenched ground. Only the
cries of the combatants filled the air, while the
decision was left to the bared weapons.